Expectations check-up

Read through carefully the criteria that will be used to assess your writing. Then ask yourself these questions. In each case, write a brief note for yourself indicating what evidence (if any) you can see that the criteria provide for your answer. Remember that the criteria may not explicitly relate to each question, but they may still implicitly indicate an answer. 
Click on the space for the relevant cell of the table before you begin typing. The space will expand as you write.

	Do the criteria for assessing my writing imply that I should demonstrate that I have developed a critical frame of mind by:
	Tick if yes

	Adopting a sceptical stance towards what I read in the literature, not automatically accepting the authors’ conclusion?
	

	· Why do I think the assessment criteria imply this?



	Evaluating authors’ arguments by checking to see how far they have provided sufficient backing to make their conclusions convincing?
	

	· Why do I think the assessment criteria imply this?



	Making selective use of the literature I have evaluated to inform my own enquiry?
	

	· Why do I think the assessment criteria imply this?



	Asking focused questions that are informed by my evaluation of the literature?


	

	· Why do I think the assessment criteria imply this?



	Designing my own piece of writing to provide (literature-based, empirical or theoretical) evidence that will help to answer questions that I have asked?
	

	· Why do I think the assessment criteria imply this?



	Developing my own argument where I try to provide sufficient backing to make my conclusion convincing to my assessors?
	

	· Why do I think this?



	Creating a linked-together structure for my written account which will enable me to present my argument as clearly and convincingly as possible?
	

	· Why do I think this?




It is likely that in order to meet some or all of the assessment criteria fully, you must demonstrate that you have acquired a critical frame of mind and have followed the logic of enquiry in your academic writing.

PAGE  

