Implications of IJMR criteria

The International Journal of Management Reviews criteria for acceptance of a submitted literature review article are set-out in the lefthand column of the table below.

Take as your starting point either a literature review you have done for your postgraduate or doctoral dissertation or thesis, or another substantial review you have undertaken. Imagine that you are planning to submit a literature review article for publication in the International Journal of Management Reviews, drawing on your own review.

In the righthand column write down any implications of each criterion in turn for the scope, content, structure and style of the (imaginary) article that you are planning to write. Each cell will expand as you write.
	IJMR key criteria for acceptance


	Implications for my literature review article

	1.
Is there sufficient literature to warrant a literature survey (is the area of concern mature enough?)
	

	2.
Is the literature surveyed coherently bounded (i.e. are there justifiable reasons why certain literature is included and other literature excluded)?
	

	3.
Is the analysis of the literature surveyed complete - in terms of discussions of any contrasting methodologies used in the literature, the general conclusions to be drawn from the literature (e.g. the current agreements and disagreements contained therein), etc. - in short, a thorough and timely discussion of where the literature is now, and why?
	

	4.
Does the review draw reasoned and authoritative conclusions as to where the literature is/should be going - what are the important questions left to be asked?
	

	5.
At whom is the review aimed (the expected audience is mainly an academic one) and will it be sensibly understood by its intended audience?
	


Thinking through the implications of any journal’s criteria for acceptance will help you to develop a strong sense of your key audience and the criteria they will be using to judge your article. You will also be in a good position consciously to meet each criterion as fully as you can in writing your submission.
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