Selection criteria form

Many researchers find difficulty in specifying selection criteria a piori. However, when asked whether or not a certain text is relevant to the study they can make that judgement based on implicit criteria.  The aim of this exercise is to make explicit your implicit criteria for selecting studies.

1. run a pilot search in a database as explained in the section protocol driven search 
2. read the title and abstract of ALL the articles of the first 10 articles in the results.
3. make a note of which ones appear relevant to addressing your review questions 
4. try to articulate why these papers are relevant to your study 
5. make a note of which papers are not relevant to your review
6. try to articulate why these papers are not relevant to your study 

7. continue onto this process until you exhaust all possible reasons for inclusion and exclusion

8. review all the reasons for inclusion and exclusion - look for commonalities

9. turn the reasons for inclusion and exclusion into selection criteria

10. add the form to your protocol / plan

	Text 
	Include Y/N
	Reasons for inclusion
	Reasons for exclusion

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	


Stop and reflect before moving on to the next 10 articles.  Are any common reasons for inclusion / exclusion emerging?

	
	Include Y/N
	Reasons for inclusion
	Reasons for exclusion

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	


Stop and reflect before moving on to the next 10 articles.  Are you still identifying new criteria for inclusion and exclusion? Only continue until you exhaust all possible reasons for inclusion and exclusion.  

