Advance Check: Types of Front-line Text to Prioritise for In-depth Reading
Give brief details of your reading purpose. Then write down your responses to each of the other questions as they relate to this purpose.

You can complete this form by clicking on the space for your answer beside each question before you begin typing. The space will expand as you write. You may wish to save the completed form or print it out for future reference.

Before you start reading, ask yourself about which type or types of front-line text you should prioritise for your reading purpose.

1.
What is my reading purpose?

	


2.
What do I need to find out about in depth to achieve this purpose?

(e.g. about theories and critiques of them? how far theories are backed by empirical evidence from research and practice? research approaches used to investigate an area of enquiry and their strengths and weaknesses? lessons from practice and the assumptions and values underpinning them? the content of policies and the extent of empirical justification for them?)

	


3.
Which types of front-line text are likely to be most useful for my in depth reading, and why?

(e.g. is one type all that’s needed? could two or more types make complementary contributions to what you need to learn about in depth?)

	


4.
How might the limitations of each type of front-line text I use affect what I learn?

(e.g. how far should claims be accepted that are made in practical texts but with little empirical support? how far should any theory be viewed as applicable to practice without supporting evidence?)

	


5.
How could using more than one type of text compensate for the limitations of each type?

(e.g. could practice plus research texts provide a stronger evidence base for claims about what works than either type alone? could a theoretical texts plus research texts provide a more convincing basis for accepting claims about the application of the theories to practice than either type alone?)

	


You can use the results of completing the form to inform your decision about which types of front-line text you will try to include in the range you read in depth to achieve your reading purpose.
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